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defender, that you do all you can to give partner an accurate picture.

Let us illustrate a principle with a simple example. You are defending a no trump contract and your
partner leads the king of a suit, which you have not bid. From your knowledge of standard leads, you
know (assuming the probability that this is a 4-card or longer suit) that it must be from one of these

suit combinations:
KQJx(x) KQ 10 x (x) AKJ10 (x) AKJxx

If you hold an honour card (A, Q, J or 10) you must follow with it, unless you can clearly see that
doing so will cost a trick.

e Suppose you hold A x and dummy holds three small. If you withhold your ace, you may make only
two tricks, instead of four or five in this suit.

e |f you hold A x and declarer holds J x x, you can see that you need to win the ace and return the
suit. If you hold J x (x), you must play the jack, so that partner knows that the suit can be continued.
If you do not play either the ace or the jack, partner will assume that declarer has held up with A J x
and that to continue the suit will cost a trick.

e |f you hold the queen, you must play it, so that the leader can cash ace and jack and, possibly, the
remaining small cards.

Here are some examples where West leads the king. Nearly always West has four honours, so to
unblock shows where the fifth honour card is. Check how it works with these examples:

West holds East holds Play Why

Y AKJ108 YyQ94 YQ Play your honour, as requested.
YKQ1097 vJj42 vJ Play your honour, as requested.
YAKQ10 vJ42 vJ Play your honour, as requested.
YKQJI109 ¥ A3 VA Play your honour, as requested.
YAKJ108 v72 v7 Play a high card to show two.
YAKJ108 v762 v2 Play a low card to show three.
Y AKJ108 7642 vé Play a high card to show four.
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