When they open INT

INT is often a good contract for the declaring side and it is important to bid aggressively against it
(C1IN7). But you do need a long suit, preferably six cards, and a hand with better playing potential
than defence. Compare these two hands. Both sides are vulnerable and right hand opponent has
opened INT.

Example A Example B
AKJ10865 AAKQI108
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Both hands are worth about six tricks in a spade contract so, if
partner can provide a little help, 24 should be a reasonable
contract. But Example B has far better defence to INT than
Example A; you might even be tempted to double with B. With
A it would be much harder to set up your tricks in defence so it
is far more attractive to overcall.
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Although hand A has two suits, it is better to stress the major. But sometimes you want to offer
partner a genuine choice. Many methods have been devised to show two suits. One that reasonably
combines safety with simplicity is to use 2 as a takeout bid to show at least 5-4 in the majors and
around 10-15 points.

aAl73 Holding this hand, you wish to compete when right hand opponent opens 1NT.
vKQ985 But which major to choose? Let partner decide. Bid 24 and you have described
o A2 your hand, allowing him to choose the best final contract.
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This hand has only eight points but . ds in the
aAQJ1097 . 3 ] i t nine cards ;
v E Q985 with 5-5 in the majors you would like =Y Have ::tfa':he jonger the majors
€932 to bid over the opponents INT. 24 is tt:: :;wer points you need.
& absolutely right, don’t count points, go
by your instincts.

Playing 2# to show the majors means you lose a natural 24 overcall, of course, but this is no great
loss. If you have clubs it’s more than likely the opponents can outbid you in another suit. A bid of 3&
will probably disrupt the opposition more.

a3 Jump to 3& and give the opponents a real problem.
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